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Summarising 
the 
Initiative
British design excels where other industries fall behind 

in exportation. The Creative Industry delivered £17.9 

Billion in exports in 2013, or 8.7% of all exports. 

To build on this success and to maintain stability as 

Brexit approaches, the Department of International 

Trade (DIT) is looking to promote key areas of the 

Creative Industry in which Britain excels.

Through this initiative BIDA is evaluating our own sector 

to discover which areas we display excellence in, and 

the rest of the world does not. 

Through this initiative we are creating a portfolio 

showcasing British Industrial Design that stands out on 

the global stage, convincing the DIT to shift more 

resources to promoting Industrial Design as a forefront 

sector in skills exportation. 

SUMMARY
Design excels in international trade where other sectors 

fail. The creative industry delivered £17.9 billion in exports 

in 2013, or 8.7% of all exports. 

To build on this success and to maintain stability as Britain 

prepares to leave the EU, the Department of International 

Trade (DIT) is looking to promote key areas of the 

creative industry.

The British Industrial Design Association (BIDA) 

represents the industrial design private sector, This 

initiative created by BIDA will analyse British industrial 

design to determine areas in which it outperforms 

international competitors. 

Through this initiative, we are combining market research 

with a portfolio showcasing excellent British industrial 

design. This will be presented to the DIT to make the 

compelling case that industrial design should be given 

more opportunities through international trade. 

This document is an invitation for consultancies to add 

your voice to ours. We want to know what you think about 

our sector and where your work has and hopes to benefit 

British trade.

We are creating a compelling 
case for the industrial design 

sector to play a significant role 
in British trade
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PROGRESS SO 

FAR
As a part of the ‘DIT Export Initiative’ the UK ‘s design 

industry is being reviewed to discover areas in which it 

excels in comparison to international competitors. 

Companies that specialise in these areas are being fast 

tracked to be at the forefront of British trade initiatives. 

Recently, the DIT found that Britain is a global leader in 

aircraft interior design and is publishing a book promoting 

the work of key industrial design firms such as Priestmann 

Goode. This book along with other promotional projects not 

only promises to bring great opportunities to these firms, 

but to the whole British industrial design community.

BIDA sees the immense opportunities available for 

Industrial Designers through the ‘DIT Export Initiative,’ but 

believes British industrial design is global leader in far more 

than just ‘aircraft interior design.’
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SECTOR 

ANALYSIS
To broaden the DIT’s interest from only aircraft interior 

design, we are analysing the work of British design firms 

and comparing this against global competitors.

We invite you to join this initiative so your company is fairly 

represented. We want to hear your opinion on where the 

future of British trade and industrial design coincides.

 

In what areas does British industrial design outperform 

international competitors?

In what area of design does your business specialise?

What are the future opportunities for British design and 

international trade? 
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WHY YOU 

SHOULD GET 

INVOLVED
This initiative aims to benefit the whole British industrial 

design community. By combining resources and 

creating a portfolio that showcases superior examples 

of British design, we will make a convincing case to the 

DIT. 

At an individual level, the benefits will depend on the 

quality of the presented work. Projects that show 

unprecedented levels of excellence will spearhead the 

initiative, with more opportunities to be showcased to 

international clients. 

This scheme works to benefit the whole British 

industrial design community, whilst allowing for 

exceptional companies to stand out.



To broaden the DIT’s interest from only aircraft interior 

design, we are analysing the work of British design firms 

and comparing this against global competitors.

We invite you to join this initiative so your company is fairly 

represented. We want to hear your opinion on where the 

future of British trade and industrial design coincides.

 

In what areas does British industrial design outperform 

international competitors?

In what area of design does your business specialise?

What are the future opportunities for British design and 

international trade? 

HOW TO GET 

INVOLVED
To be included in BIDA’s ‘British Industrial Design Export 

Initiative’:

Send us a portfolio of least 3 thematically similar projects 

that have been completed over the last five years. 

Send us a description that explains why and in what areas 

your company outperforms international competitors. What 

work have you done with international clients in the past?

Join BIDA to allow us to update you on the initiative’s 

progress. You can become an affiliate member for free 

today through our website. 

Email: info@britishindustrialdesign.org.uk

Website: www.britishindustrialdesign.org.uk
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JUDGING CRITERIA

OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
EXPORTATION

THEMATIC  
SIMILARITY

This initiative highly values projects that are able to empirically show 

the impact they have had on international trade.

The projects submitted should centre around the same area of 

design.

THE QUALITY 
OF WORK

Projects must display a high level of professionalism. Chosen projects 

will represent British industrial design on the global stage.
THE QUALITY 

OF WORK

OPPORTUNITIES 
EXPORTATION

THEMATIC  
SIMILARITY



ABOUT BIDA
British Industrial Design Association membership is a 

benchmark of expertise, creativity and best-practice for 

professional product, interaction and service designers.

BIDA is a not-for-profit organisation, run by a volunteer, elected 

board of designers.  

We are committed to improving creative skills and knowledge.  

We advocate excellence within design education and practice 

to business, government and its’ agencies.  

BIDA is the best way to play a part in the development of your 

profession, help grow your business, and raise the profile and 

impact of Industrial Design in the economy.

BIDA is the collective voice of the professional industrial design 

sector. We promote the interests of members to clients, 

government and other stakeholders.  Collectively we aim to 

inform policy and help advance members' careers and 

businesses, promote better design education and practice.

Join us today by visiting our website.
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Steve May-Russell

Chairman of the Board, British Industrial Design Association
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